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Institute

Prof. Dov I. Frimer Advocate, Frimer Gellman Shilo,
Advocates; Faculty of Law, The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

Rachel Furst Department of the History of the Jewish
People, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Yair Furstenberg Departmant of Talmud, The Hebrew
University of Jerusalem; Shalom Hartman Institute



Participants

Dr. Ronen Achituv Kinneret College on the Sea of
Galilee; Western Galilee College

Yoske Achituv The Yaacov Herzog Center for Jewish
Studies, Ein-Tzurim

Rabbi Prof. Yehoyada Amir Director, Israel Rabbinic
Program, Hebrew Union College

Prof. Yaakov Ariel Religious Studies, University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill

Dr. Zvi Bekerman School of Education, The Melton
Center, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Dr. Hanoch Ben Pazi Department of Philosophy, Bar-
[lan University

M. K. Prof. Menahem Ben-Sasson Department of the
History of the Jewish People, The Hebrew University
of Jerusalem; Chairman of the Constitution, Law and
Justice Committee

Dr. Yotam Benziman Department of Political Science,
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem; The Van Leer
Jerusalem Institute

Prof. Yaakov Blidstein Department of Jewish Thought,
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

Dr. Yitzhak Brand Faculty of Law, Bar-Ilan University

Rabbi Dr. Alan Brill Jewish Philosophy Faculty, Yeshiva
University, New York

Dr. Benjamin Brown Department of Jewish Thought,
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem; Faculty of Law
and Department of Philosophy, Bar-Ilan University;
Beit Morasha of Jerusalem

Rabbi Dr. Chaim Burgansky Department of Talmud,
Bar-Ilan University

Rabbi Dr. Ari Bursztein Kehilat Moriah, Haifa; Center
for Jewish Education, University of Haifa



14:00 - 15:00 Lunch Break

15:00 - 17:00

Halakhah and Politics in Religious
Zionism

Chair: Alan Brill

Chaim Burgansky Halakhic Rulings Concerning
Military Insubordination - Revealed and Concealed
Yoske Achituv New Trends in Reservations
Concerning the State of Israel and the Principles of
“Clal Yisrael” within the Religious Zionist Movement
and their Halakhic Implications

Yuval Sinai Arbitration from an Orthodox-

Zionist Perspective

Sarina Chen "The Temple Mountis in our Hands": The
Current Halakhic Controversy about Jewish Pilgrimage
to the Temple Mount

17:00 - 17:15 Break

17:15 - 19:15

Directions in Halakhah:

Ideology and a Complex Reality
Chair: Chaim |I. Waxman

Shimon G. Rosenberg “Tinok Shenishba”: Between
Social Identity and Ideological Awareness

Haim Shapira The Halakhic Status of Civil Courts in
Israel: The Complicated Relationship between Ideology
and Halakhah

Lawrence Kaplan Redemption of Hostages in
Halakhah, History and Ideology (English)

Amihai Radzyner Unconcealed Ideology: The Debate
about the Creation of "Mishpat lvri”

19:15 - 19:30 Break

19:30 - 21:30
Panel Discussion

Military Halakhic Rulings and the
State: Halakhah or Ideology?

Chair: Avinoam Rosenak

Participants: Elyakim Levanon; Shalom Rosenberg;
Asa Kasher




Thursday

December 14, 2006

9:00 - 10:30

Halakhic Perceptions in Various
Streams of Judaism

Chair: Yotam Benziman

Yoram Erder On the Question of the Fulfillment of the
Holiday Commandments in the Diaspora According to
the Karaite Mourners of Zion in Jerusalem

Yaakov Ariel Halakhic in spite of Themselves:
Ideology and Practice in the Reconstructionist
Movement

Ari Bursztein Hermeneutic Remarks on Halakhah:
The Case of the Status of Homosexuals in the
Conservative Movement

10:30 - 10:45 Break

10:45 - 12:15

The Halakhic Tension:

Openness versus Closedness

Chair: Yochi Fischer

Uriel I. Simonsohn Legislating Boundaries: Geonic
Response to Muslim Challenges

Menahem Ben-Sasson Law and Rhetoric in the Pietist
Egyptian Movement

David Halivni The Relationship of Early Jewish
Wissenschaft to the Babylonian Talmud:

The Theological Basis

12:15 - 12:30 Break

12:30 - 14:00

Halakhah and Ideology in the Texts of
Halakhic Sages and Philosophers
Chair: Yaakov Blidstein

Yitzhak Cohen Juridical Ideology: Its Influence on the
Ohr Sameah's Halakhic Decision Making Process
David M. Feuchtwanger Politically Correct: Between
"Takana"” and "Tikkun" - The Aspects of Politics in
Rashba's Thought

David Zohar The Ideological Foundations of Rav
Hayyim Hirschensohn's Conception of Halakhah



Rachel Furst Conversion and Crisis: Decoding
Ideology in Medieval Responsa

14:00 - 15:00 Lunch Break

15:00 - 16:30

A New Reading of Rabbinic and
Medieval Jewish Literature

Chair: Rachel Elior

Amira Eran The Ideology of Sexuality: Maimonides’
Argumentation for the Prohibition and Legality of
Sexual Relations, as Presented in The Guide for the
Perplexed, Chapter 49

Ronit Ir-Shai (Naamat) "Be Fruitful and Multiply, Fill
the Earth and Master It": Between Hegemonic and
Subversive Discourse

Yochanan Silman Religious Acts: Commanded
Against Spontaneous

16:30 - 16:45 Break

16:45 - 18:45

Halakhah and Gender in the New
Halakhic Discourse

Chair: Dafna Schreiber

Gili Zivan What Remains of Halakhic Discourse when
it is Recruited for Ideological Goals?

Pinhas Shifman Insufficiency of Halakhic Rules or
Unwillingness to Apply them: Defensive Orthodoxy
Struggling over Traditional Family Values

Rachel Gordin In G2d We Trust: Contributions to the
Structure of Religion and Halakhah Resulting from
Ideologies of Equality and Gender

Yakir Englander The Perception of Women's Sexuality
in the Rabbinical Courts and its Influence on its
Verdicts

18:45 - 19:00 Break

19:00 - 21:00

Panel Discussion

The Influence of Ideology and Halakhic
Study on Halakhic Rulings:

(The Issue of Women’s Aliyah to the Torah)

Chair: Tamar Ross

Participants: Eliav Shochetman; Mendel Shapiro;
Dov I. Frimer; Menachem Lorberbaum



19:30 - 21:30

Panel Discussion

Ideology and Weltanschauung in the
Study of Halakhah

Chair: Moshe David Herr

Participants: Yuval Cherlow; Ariel Picard;

Zvi Zohar; Ruth Halperin-Kaddari

Wednesday

December 13, 2006

9:00 - 10:30

Between Ideology and Positivism

Chair: Avinoam Rosenak

Yitzhak Brand Halakhah and Medicine: Religious
Ideology

Aviad A. Stollman Halakhic Crisis and Ideological
Awareness

Joseph Isaac Lifshitz Halakhah: Theological Ideology
or Political Ideology

10:30 - 10:45 Break

10:45 - 12:15

Meta-Halakhah: Halakhah and Ethics
Chair: Shmuel Wygoda

Perry Dane The Paradoxes of Law, Morality, and
Interpretation in the Halakhic Imagination (English)
Hanoch Ben Pazi The Absence of Halakhic Rulings as
an Anti-ldeological Stance in Levinas” Writings

Daniel Statman The Ambivalent Attitude of Modern-
Orthodoxy to Morality

12:15 - 12:30 Break

12:30 - 14:00

The Perception of the Gentile as
“The Other” in Halakhic Rulings on
Conversion and Proselytes

Chair: Yehoyada Amir

Yossef Charvit Halakhah, Conversion and Identity
in the Philosophy of Rabbi Yehouda Leon Askenazi
(Manitou)

Yehuda Goodman Halakhah, Ideology and Racism:
An Ethnography of Conversion of "Russians” and
“Ethiopians” in Israel



13:45 - 15:45

Sephardi and Ashkenazi Halakhic
Rulings: Dialogue and Self-Determination
Chair: Yehudah Mirsky

Haviva Pedaya The Transformation of the Halakhic
Corpus of the 16" Century into a Mystical Corpus in
the 18" and 19" Centuries: From Eastern Europe to
Baghdad

Benjamin Brown Law and Ideology in the Renewal of
Halakhic Labor Laws: Rabbis Uziel and Feinstein on
Trade Unions and Strikes

Shmuel Glick Ideological Considerations in Responsa
Literature Concerning Education from the 19" Century:
Between East and West

Aviad Hacohen The Status of Women in Jewish Law:
Halakhah, Gender and Ideology

15:45 - 16:00 Break

16:00 - 17:30

Messianism and Anti-Messianism

in Halakhah

Chair: Haviva Pedaya

Israel Jacob Yuval "Moses Redivivus”: Maimonides as
the Messianic Second Moses

David Sorotzkin The Satmar Rebbe: Reconstruction
and Deconstruction of the Halakhah as an
Ideological Tool

Amir Mashiach Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach’s
Attitude to the Administrative Authorities in the

State of Israel

17:30 - 17:45 Break

17:45 - 19:15

Ideological Foundations of Halakhah
Chair: Moshe Halbertal

Shalom Rosenberg Implicit Ideology in the Disputes
of the Sages

Ronen Achituv |s Halakhah Based upon Theology or
upon Manipulation?

Menachem Katz "Halakhah le-Moshe mi-Sinai”

as an Ideological Debate between the Scholars of
Wissenschaft des Judentums and the Sages in the
Tannaitic Period

19:15 - 19:30 Break



Tuesday

December 12, 2006

9:00 - 11:00

Opening Session

Halakhah and Ideology:

A Critical Examination

Chair: Naftali Rothenberg

Greetings: Rachel Elior

Opening Remarks: Avinoam Rosenak

Noam Zohar Values, Politics and Halakhah: Three
Senses of “Ideology”

David Landes The Vision of a “Non-Ideological
Halakhah™ in the Grip of Ideology (English)

Joshua Kullock and Zvi Bekerman Between
Halakhah and Language

11:00 - 11:15 Break

11:15 - 12:45

Space, the Individual and Society in
Talmudic Halakhah

Chair: Kimmy Caplan

Yuval Shahar The Decree Regarding the Impurity of
Eretz ha-Amim: The Ideological and Political Roots of
“Eretz Israel” as Halakhic Space

Yair Furstenberg “We Protest against You,

O Pharisees”: Designing a Popular Concept of Purity
Ron Naiweld The Ideology of the Individual in the
Talmud: The Objectivity of the Law and the Evil
Inclination

12:45 - 13:45 Lunch Break




The conference will deal with the
connection between Halakhah and
the concept Ideology in the context of
research, society, gender, culture and
politics

Academic Committee

Dr. Avinoam Rosenak (chair): Prof. Yaakov Blidstein:
Prof. Rachel Elior; Prof. Moshe Halbertal;

Prof. Menachem Lorberbaum; Prof. Tamar Ross;
Rabbi Prof. Naftali Rothenberg; Dafna Schreiber

The Van Leer Jerusalem Institute

43 Jabotinsky Street, Jerusalem

Tel. 972-2-5605251, Fax. 972-2-5619293
dafnas@vanleer.org.il / www.vanleer.org.il

Free admission / The number of seats is limited.

Parking is available nearby at the parking lot on
Chopin Street, next to the Jerusalem Theatre.
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Jewish Culture and Identity

Halakhah and Ideology

THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
THE PHILOSOPHY OF HALAKHAH

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
December 12-14, 2006

The Van Leer Jerusalem Institute
43 Jabotinsky Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02-5605222 www.vanleer.org.il



