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"And we do not command or advise that the old or feeble, or those unfit for
bearing arms, undertake this journey; nor ought women to set out at all,

without their husbands or brothers or legal guardians. For such are more of
n 69

a hindrance than aid, more of a burden than advantage".
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"Then the Franks, having again consulted together, expelled the women
from the army, the married as well as the unmarried, lest perhaps defiled by
the sordidness of riotous living should displease the Lord. These women

then sought shelter for themselves in neighboring towns." 7*
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"Females were numbered among them, riding horseback in the manner of
men, not on coverlets sidesaddle but unashamedly astride, and bearing laces

and weapons as men do; dressed in masculine grab, they conveyed a wholly
n75

martial appearance, more mannish then the Amazons.
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"The king, whose love for his young wife was a jealous one, thought he
should not leave her behind and decided to take her to war. Many other
nobles did likewise and brought their wives along. And as the wives could
not do without their serving women, a whole host of women found their

way into the Christian camp where chastity should have reigned. And this

was an occasion for sin in our army..."%
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NPNT ,DNY0N DNPNVDN YT NV NMINMD NMIAYY SV OIMNN IPOYY ,1anon
DOV HY ,NTI9NN TIT DY MNP OXNYD ,2N7) VIV DO MNYDINN TN D ONNONN
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"Among the Franks there were indeed women who rode into battle with
cuirasses and helmets, dressed in men's clothes; who rode out into the thick
of the fray and acted like brave men although they were but tender women,
maintaining that all this was an act of piety, thinking to gain heavenly
rewards by it, and making it their way of life. Praise be to him who led them
into such error and out of the paths of wisdom! On the day of battle more
than one woman rode out with them like a knight and showed (masculine)
endurance in spite of the weakness (of her sex); clothed only in a coat of
mail they were not recognized as women until they had been stripped of
their arms. Some of them were discovered and sold as slaves; and

everywhere was full of old women".?3
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"There arrived by ship three hundred lovely Frankish women, full of youth

and beauty, assembled from beyond the sea and offering themselves for sin.

Imad Ad-Din "Frankish Women of :nn 211073 %y nannon namaa .Brozyna, 2005, 309 %3
Peace and War" (Francesco Gabrieli, trans.) Historians of the Crusades. University of
.California Press, Berkeley. 1969, p. 204-207

Nicholson, 1997, 338 **
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They were ... ready to cheer the fallen and sustained in turn to give support
n 95

and assistance, and they glowed with ardor for carnal intercourse".
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"He told me that there was a great conference of clergy and Jews in the
monastery of Clugny, and there was a knight, to whom the abbot had given
bread out of charity, and he desired the abbot to let him have the first word,
and with some difficulty he got permission. Then the knight rose, and
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leaned upon his crutch, and bade them bring forth the greatest scholar and
master among the Jews, and they did so. And he put a question to him as
follows: "Master," said he, "I ask you, whether you believe that the Virgin
Mary, who carried God in her womb and in her arms, brought forth as a
maid, and that she is the Mother of God?". And the Jew replied: That he did
not believe a word of it. The knight replied: That he was a great fool to trust
himself inside her monastery and house, when he neither believed in nor
loved her; "And truly you shall pay for it" quoth he. And thereupon he lifted
up his staff, and smote the Jew behind the ear, and stretched him on the
ground. And the Jews took to their heels, carrying their master off with
them, all wounded. And that was the end of the conference. Then the abbot
came to the knight, and said: That he had acted very foolishly; and the
knight replied: That he himself had acted still more foolishly, in calling
such a conference; for that there were numbers of Christians there, who by
the close of the conference would have gone away infidels, through not
seeing through the fallacies of the Jews. "And so I tell you," said the King,
"That no one ought to argue with them unless he be a very good scholar;
but a layman, if he hear the Christian law defamed, should undertake its
defence with the sword alone, and that he should use to run them straight

through the body as far in as it will go!"!*
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