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Ning Yue was a man from the outskirts of Zhongmou; he was bitter

at the labor of tilling and sowing and said to his friend: “How can I
escape this bitterness”? His friend replied: “The best is to learn. After
learning for thirty years, you will fulfill [your goals].” Ning Yue said:
“I pledge to make it within fifteen years. When others are to rest, |
shall not dare to rest; when others are asleep, I shall not dare to sleep.”

He learned for fifteen years and became the teacher of Lord Wei of Zhou. !
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A shi who is set on the Way, but is ashamed of old clothes and coarse food, is not

worth consulting. [4:9].84

A great minister serves his ruler by means of the Way, and if he can't, he will quit.
[11:22].%°
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When the Way prevails in your own state, to be poor and obscure is a disgrace.
But when the Way does not prevail in your own state, to be rich and honored is a
disgrace. [8:13].%¢
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The Master said: “If I can hear the Way in the morning, in the evening | can die

content.” [4:8].58

Our Master's words on the essence and the Heavenly Way, though not attainable,
can be heard. [5:13].%°
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