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Abstract

This paper examines the grammatical tenses in the Arabic Levantine varieties and
attempts to interpret the evolvement thereof by grammaticalization theory and
linguistic typological evidence for support. This paper argues, on the contrary to the
ubiquitous assumptions among medieval Arabic philologists who essentialized Arabic
language — that language is not unchangeable; it is organic by definition. Furthermore,
Levantine Arabic is not a colloquial form of Classical Arabic, and neither is it purely
derived from Classical Arabic; it has its own distinguishable grammar, and hence it is
untenable and unscientific to disapprovingly describe it as "vulgar" or "deviation".
This paper sheds light on a specific aspect of Levantine Arabic, i.e., grammatical
tenses, away from the medieval beliefs about Arabic varieties and away from
medieval Arabic syntax theory. Tenses are classified according to their morphological
forms, and their evolvement is examined by grammaticalization, and cross-linguistic
evidence is mentioned. The paper’s most significant results are included in the
imperfect tense chapter, where it is shown that imperfect tense in the Levantine Arabic
is subdivided into two forms and not moods, i.e., Marfu' (with b- prefix) and Mansoob
(without b- prefix), also, it shows the origin of both 5- prefix and b- accusative (an

overlooked DOM) and the grammaticalization thereof.
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