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A REPORTER AT LARGE

EICHMANN IN JERUSALEM~II

AD the trial of Adolf Eichmann,
H in Jerusalem, been an ordinary
trial, with the normal tug of

war between prosecution and defense to
bring out the facts on both sides and do
justice to them, it would be possible to
study the defense and find out whether
there was not more to Eichmann’s gro-
tesque account of his activities as head of
the Jewish emigration office in Vienna,
from the spring of 1938 to the spring of
1939, than meets the eye, and whether
his distortions of reality could not really
be ascribed to more than personal men-
dacity. The facts of Eichmann’s later
career for which he was eventually
hanged had been established “beyond
reasonable doubt” long before the trial
started, and were generally known to
students of the Nazi regime. The ad-
ditional facts that the prosecution tried
to establish were, it is true, partly ac-
cepted by the three judges—Moshe
Landau, the presiding judge, Benjamin
Halevi, and Yitzhak Raveh—in the
judgment they handed down, but none
of these additional facts would ever have
appeared to be “beyond reasonable
doubt” if the defense had brought its
own evidence to bear upon the proceed-
ings. Hence, no report on the Eichmann
case—as distinguished from the Eich-
mann trial—could be complete without
certain facts that Dr. Robert Servatius,
counsel for the defense, chose to ignore.
This is especially true of Eichmann’s
ideology with respect to “the Jewish
question.” During cross-examination,
he told Judge Landau that during his
months in Vienna “I considered the
Jews opponents with regard to whom a
mutually acceptable, a mutually fair so-
Jution must be found,” and he contin-
ued, “That solution I envisaged as put-
ting firm soil under the feet of the Jews,
so that they would have a place of their
own, soil of their own. And I was work-
ing in the direction of that solution joy-
fully. I codperated in obtaining sucha so-
lution, gladly and joyfully, because it was
also that kind of a solution which was
approved by movements amongst the
Jewish people themselves, and I regard-
ed this as the most appropriate solution
to this matter.” This was the true reason
that the two sides had, as he said, “pulled
together” in Vienna, the reason their
work had been “based upon mutuality.”
It was in the interests of the Jews—
though perhaps not all Jews understood
this—to get out of the country. “One
had to help them, one had to help these
[Jewish] functionaries to act, and that’s

what I did.” If the functionaries were
what Eichmann called “idealists”—that
is, Zionists—he respected them, “treated
them as equals,” listened to all their “re-
quests and complaints and applications
for support,” kept his promises as far as
he could. “People are inclined to forget
that now,” he added. Who but he, Eich-
mann, had saved hundreds of thousands
of Jews? What but his great zeal and
his great gifts of organization had en-
abled them to escape in time? True, in
1938 he could not foresee the coming
Final Solution—as the Nazis called their
plan to murder Europe’s Jews—but he
had saved those hundreds of thousands;
that was a “fact.”

In a sense, one can understand why
counsel for the defense did nothing to
back up Eichmann’s version of his re-
lations with the Zionists. During the po-
lice examination conducted in Jerusalem
before his trial, Eichmann admitted—as
he had admitted a few years earlier, in
Argentina, when he was interviewed by
the Dutch journalist Willem §. Sassen—
that he “did not greet this assignment
with the apathy of an ox being led to his
stall,” that he had been very different
from those colleagues of his “who had
never read a basic book [namely, Theo-
dor Herzl’s “Der Judenstaat” or Adolf
Bohm’s “The History of Zionism”],
worked through it, absorbed it, absorbed
it with interest,” and who therefore
lacked “inner rapport with their work.”
They were “nothing but office drudges,”
for whom everything was decided “by
paragraphs, by orders, who were in-
terested in nothing else,” who were pre-
cisely those “small cogs” among which,
according to the defense, Eichmann
himself had been included. If being a
small cog meant no more than to give
unquestioning obedience to the Fiihrer’s
orders, then everybody in the Nazi hier-

archy had been a small cog. Even Hein-
rich Himmler—so we are told by his
masseur, a man named Felix Kersten,
in his memoirs—had not greeted the
Final Solution with great enthusiasm,
and Eichmann assured the police exam-
iner in Jerusalem, Captain Avner Less,
that his own boss, Heinrich Miiller, who
commanded the department of the
R.S.H.A. (or Head Office for Reich
Security ) in which Eichmann was a sub-
section chief, would never have proposed
anything so “crude’ as “physical exter-
mination.” Obviously, in Eichmann’s
eyes the small-cog theory was beside the
point. Certainly he had not been as
big as the prosecuting attorney, Gideon
Hausner, tried to make him. After all,
he was not Hitler; nor, for that matter,
could he compare himself in importance,
as far as the “solution” of the Jewish
question went, to Miiller, or Reinhardt
Heydrich, or Himmler. He was no
megalomaniac. But neither was he as
small as the defense wished him to be.

Eichmann’s distortions of reality were
horrible because of the horrors they dealt
with, but in principle they were not
very different from the way things are
rather generally regarded in post-Hit-
ler Germany. There is, for instance,
the case of Franz-Josef Strauss, former
Minister of Defense, who recently con-
ducted a Bundestag election campaign
against Willy Brandt, the mayor of
West Berlin. Of Brandt, who had
been a refugee in Norway during the
Hitler period, Strauss asked a widely
publicized and apparently very success-
ful question: “What were you doing
those twelve years outside Germany?
We know what we were doing here
in Germany.” This question was re-
ceived by the German public without
anybody’s batting an eye, let alone re-
minding Herr Strauss that what the
Germans in Germany were doing dur-
ing these years had become notorious in-
deed. The same “innocence” is to be
found in a recent casual remark by a re-
spected and respectable German literary
critic, who was probably never a Party
member; reviewing a study of literature
in the Third Reich, he said that its au-
thor was one of “those intellectuals who
at the outbreak of barbarism deserted us
without exception.” This author was a
Jew, and was expelled by the Nazis.
Incidentally, the very word “‘barba-
rism,” today so frequently applied by
Germans to the Hitler period, is a dis-
tortion of reality; it is as though various
intellectuals, whether Jewish or non-
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